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I Made It! Now What? 
If you compare the fencing ranks to school years, you’ll 
hopefully notice the following: 

•Newcomer = Elementary school (you learned what you got 
yourself into) 
•Initiate = Junior High (things felt a bit awkward at times as 
you got your bearings) 
•Novice = High School (an overload of new discoveries was 
poured out to you) 

Well congratulations, you’ve taken the Swordsman oath and 
graduated from the training program. Now what? It’s off to 
college. 

Whether or not you’ve been to college, you may know that 
there are three kinds of people there. 

1. I know exactly what I want to do. I go for it. I did it. Yay, me! 
2. I like the idea of this. I try it. Maybe I’d like this better? I try 
something else.  
3. I don’t feel like learning today. I’ll finish a major eventually. 

Throughout the years, we’ve seen all of the above amongst 
the Swordsmen. None are incorrect, and none are better than 
the rest. However, nothing makes a teacher (the officers) 
more proud than watching their students scurry away on 
their own, eager to better themselves and the community. An 
important task for every Swordsman is to decide how YOU 
will benefit The Order of the Rose. 

If you are a new Swordsman, or a seasoned one, the most 
effective way to continue growing as a Swordsman is to be 
proactively engaged with your learning and with the group. 
You are in a position to learn and grow like never before. No 
one is telling you what you should focus on, and no one is 

Swordsman

Things to Know 
• It is your duty to learn and 

share your knowledge with 
others. 

• You’re not a perfect fighter 
and you never will be. Now is 
the time to hone your skills 
and get better. 

Things to Do 
Acquire any remaining 
gear that may be missing 
from your kit. 

Work with the Master 
Swordsmen to continue 
your fencing journey. 

Assist in teaching other 
students in the Training 
Program 

Seek out opportunities to 
serve as an Officer. 

Tips for Success 
• Working with others will be 

more beneficial than 
progressing alone. 

• When you hit a wall, don’t 
give up. Fight a little harder 
and seek help from others. 

• Teaching others is the fastest 
way to learn.
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going to hold your hand as you study and focus on what 
interests you. You are also in the best position to influence 
individual members and their journey in the art of fencing. 
You have a unique perspective into this sport and your 
insights will benefit the group as you proudly share your 
point of view. 

The college experience is designed as a vibrant forum to 
discuss and exchange ideas. Opportunities to get involved are 
widespread and varied. The same applies to the Order of the 
Rose. Your experience as a Swordsman will depend greatly on 
how YOU decide to get involved. Whether as a teacher, a 
fighter, a socialite, a leader, or whatever, share what you think 
and fight for what you believe! You are a Swordsman!. 

Notes: 

Swordsman

Teach Others 
• Sit in on a lesson and watch 

others teach. Record what you 
notice and volunteer to teach a 
lesson. 

• Create a fencing resource that 
you can share with others. Talk 
with an Officer for ideas. 

• Mentor a student in the Training 
Program. 

• Take on an Apprentice to help 
progress (after taking a Master) 

• Write an article(s) for others to 
read on terrasylvae.com 

Leadership 
• Get involved in group 

administration or seek out 
opportunities to serve as an 
Officer. 

• Work towards meeting all 
Master Swordsmen 
requirements 

• Create or acquire your Company 
Tabard and Garb. 

Training You Can Do 
• Seek a Master to train under. 

• Take an entire year to formally 
study an aspect of fencing. 
Record your findings and share 
them with others.  

• Develop your own style and 
document it for others to learn 
from. 

• Review the lessons in the 
Training Program and 
internalize them with your 
gained experience.

http://terrasylvae.com
http://terrasylvae.com

